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STANDING ROOM ONLY CROWD WITNESSES SWEARING IN OF 

DISTRICT 27’S TOP PROSECUTOR 
 

WAGONER, Okla. – A standing room only crowd witnessed the swearing in of the district 

attorney for Oklahoma’s District 27, which encompasses Wagoner, Cherokee, Adair and 

Sequoyah Counties. 

 

“I’ve been a prosecutor for 20 years, and I’ve never been burned out on this job,” said Thorp in 

his acceptance speech before a Wagoner County courtroom overflowing with family, loved ones, 

mentors and colleagues. 

 

“I love the problem solving.  Once can be prepared, but as I have always told our prosecutors and 

my children, you have to keep your head on a swivel,” Thorp said in a heartfelt speech that 

brought tears to the eyes of some in attendance. 

 

Brian Kuester spoke with the audience about recommending Thorp, his right hand and first 

assistant district attorney at the time, when President Donald Trump tapped Kuester to be U.S. 

Attorney for the Eastern District.  Governor Mary Fallin followed Kuester’s recommendation 

and appointed Thorp to District 27 DA in September of 2017.  Thorp ran unopposed and won the 

seat in June of 2018. 

 

Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter, Thorp’s frequent go-to resource for heating up cold 

cases through the multicounty grand jury process, praised Thorp for his devotion to justice for 

the people of District 27.  Wagoner County Sheriff Chris Elliott also spoke at the swearing-in 

ceremony, lauding Thorp for his wise and steady legal counsel from the day he was sworn in as a 

new sheriff. 

 

The event was hosted by Thorp’s wife, Joy Pittman Thorp, a former assistant district attorney for 

District 27, currently on staff with the U.S. Attorney for Oklahoma’s Northern District.  During 



his acceptance speech, Thorp described Joy as “his world,” and said she was his partner in 

fighting crime. 

 

Oklahoma Criminal Appeals Court Judge Dana Kuehn administered Thorp’s oath of office in a 

ceremony that featured anecdotes about friendships forged through a 20-year prosecutorial 

career.  Thorp said he’s privileged to have a job he wakes up loving and appreciating every day. 

 

“Being a problem solver has always made this the best job in the world for me,” Thorp said.  

“Honestly, I cannot imagine doing any other job.  I hope I never have to.” 
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Please feel free to use video from the following Dropbox link.  It should finish uploading by 8: 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/l3w8vs135fs6x44/AACb9pDeDEtFHesha12KHHova?dl=0 

 

Apologies for the unsteady and awkward shots.  Hopefully, you’ll be able to find enough for a 

VO.  For your convenience, the clips are as follows: 

 

175 – Judge Dana Kuehn swearing in Jack Thorp with Joy Pittman Thorp at his side (toward the 

end) 

 

176 – Raw video of Thorp’s acceptance speech 

 

177 – Raw video of Thorp’s acceptance speech 

 

Kunzweiler greets Thorp – shot of Tulsa District Attorney waiting in a receiving line and 

approaching Thorp to congratulate him.  Shot moves around to a front view of the pair laughing. 

 

Generic audience 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/l3w8vs135fs6x44/AACb9pDeDEtFHesha12KHHova?dl=0

